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Welcome to our 2018-01-01 Newsletter #9 
 

A Word From Chair Dave Sharp 
I hope that everyone had a very Merry Christmas and are looking forward to a great 2018.  I know on behalf of 
our Board Members, that we are very excited about 2018 and feel confident that we will be able to finish up the 
restoration of our beloved lighthouse in the coming months.  This is all due to your ongoing support that we 
really appreciate.  
 

We continue to receive financial generosity from various sources in addition to the fantastic support our 
members are providing for us.  These significant contributions are so critical to our success. 
 

 

After nearly a year of waiting to hear about our 
request to have the Lighthouse recognized as a 
Heritage structure, we were advised in November, 
that it did not meet the criteria they have 
established.  On one hand, this is “sad” news, but 
on the other, it does give us a bit more flexibility 
when it comes to the engineering restoration 
portion of the project.  
So, later in this newsletter, you can learn more 
about the findings of the Pilot Project and the 
impact these observations will have in completing 
the project.  

 

We are now down to the crunch in our final chapter of fundraising to achieve our goals.  And, once again, we are 
asking for your assistance and support.  Learn more about our 2018 capital awareness campaigns in the following 
pages.   
 

 

 

I am very proud of representing your Board of 
Directors in the final phase of restoring the 
lighthouse.   
 
If I have said it once, I have said it a thousand 
times, this community continues to be so giving 
and yes, very appreciative of the work that the 
Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society 
has performed. And so, on behalf of our board, 
we thank you. 
 

Regards 

 

Dave Sharp, Chair 
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A Word From Ontario Parks Supt. Rob Cunningham 
 
Dear PPLPS Supporters, 
Firstly, I would like to thank you for your incredible support for the Presqu’ile Lighthouse over the last few years. It 
has been very inspiring to see how the community has rallied around the cause of maintaining the Lighthouse. The 
project that occurred this past fall could not have gone ahead without the generous support of the local 
community. The results have been very positive and the re-shingling of the Lighthouse will ensure it remains 
steadfast in the coming years. 
 
The PPLPS group has been very supportive of the park and excellent to work with and I would like to personally 
thank them for their efforts. This spring, we will be moving ahead with the re-shingling project which will require a 
further partnership between Ontario Parks and the community. I’m very excited to see how the whole view of the 
Lighthouse will change after the new shingles are installed.  
 
Once again thank you for your support in preserving and maintaining the Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse. 
 
Sincerely 

Rob Cunningham;  
Park Superintendent 
 
 

Engineering Update    
It was with much anticipated breath that we awaited the beginning of the 2017 Conservation Strategy Preservation 
Project earlier this fall.  And, once again, this is a good news and bad news story.  First, let’s address the “bad” 
news.  Upon removal of the shingles and the wooden girdle, severe cracking of the original limestones were 
observed.  There was general agreement that these cracks are probably a result of movement or deterioration in 
the first 30-40 years of the lighthouse’s operation.  The good news was that the wooden girdle and the steel tie-
rods around the lighthouse are in excellent shape and so, there is no concern about the lighthouse’s structural 
strength provided the wooden girdle remains in place and so it shall. 
 
The next bad news is that for some enthusiasts, there will be no return to the original limestone being observed as 
it will be covered with new white composite Enviro-Shakes later this 2018 spring. There will also be no 
modifications or changes to the interior of the lighthouse.  The good news is that the costs of restoring the 
lighthouse is down considerably - instead of requiring $1.2-$1.4M, we are now down to a total project cost from 
Day One of less than $400 thousand which we are very comfortable in seeing this is achievable.  And this means, 
we will be able to complete the project in 2018 if all goes well.  
 
The only delay we see is (barring unforeseen emergency costs) that to install the cupola, we have to do a Category 
“B” Environmental Assessment to ensure local parties, etc are okay with us installing the cupola so if you live near 
the point, expect some form of communication and please support us.  
 



Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society 

P.O. Box 962, Brighton, ON K0K 1H0 

www.PresquilePointLighthouse.ca 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society 

P.O. Box 962, Brighton, ON K0K 1H0 

www.PresquilePointLighthouse.ca 
 

  

  

  
 
 
 



Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society 

P.O. Box 962, Brighton, ON K0K 1H0 

www.PresquilePointLighthouse.ca 
 

Financial Update: 
It seems each time we go to the public, we get your financial support.  Since our July 1 Newsletter, we had a very 
successful dance with “The Fade Kings” providing some great music.  The period costumes worn by several 
attendees were unbelievable.  Thanks to everyone that made that evening a success.  
 
And throughout the summer and early Fall, we had several members helping us sell raffle tickets.  We had our best 
year ever and raised over $4,000.   Here are the winners: 

• 6th Prize - 2018 Season's pass for Ontario Parks (donated by Ontario Parks) was won by Barb White, 
Trenton  

• 5th  Prize - Framed Print of our lighthouse (donated by PPLPS) was won by Courtney Gibbons of 
Sudbury  

• 4th Prize - Lighthouse Quilt (donated by The Happy Quilters) was won by Bingo partners, Sue and Lori... 
(and we are not sure how they are going to share this warm quilt) 

• 3rd Prize - Set of two hockey tickets for an Ottawa Senators game this year (anonymous donor) was won 
by Doug & Colleen Murray of Wasaga Beach  

• 2nd Prize - Bicycle (donated by Mitsubishi Motor, Belleville) was won by Clarissa Duthie of Brighton 
• 1st Prize - $500 Sobey's gift card (donated by Sobey's and PPLPS) was won by Shawnee Spencer of 

Brighton 
 

  

 
Thanks to 
those who 
participated 
in our 3rd 
Annual Fun 
Run & Walk 
where we 
raised over 
$2,000 

 

 
As of the end of November, including our account receivables, our assets are over $110,000. Of course, we have 
had considerable outlay this past fall related to the Pilot Project and ongoing operation costs like Director’s Liability 
Insurance. 
 
Sadly, we had problems with “Pay Pal” on our website but this should now be corrected. Sorry about the 
inconvenience and hope that you are comfortable with this means of payment but we certainly accept cash 
(contact any Director) or cheques.  Thanks for your support.  
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Our First Ever Roaring 30’s Dance 

 
 
Membership Update 
We are so fortunate to have a relatively strong membership base (over 200). Without you we would certainly not 
be very successful at our fundraising programs and our educational sessions.  For 2017, we see the usual ups and 
downs of members coming and going. Of course, we are saddened as about 50 of our members from 2016 and 
before did not wish to renew their membership for various reasons. On the other hand, we have about that same 
number in new members.  And of course, several of you have decided to become Life-Time Members which we 
really appreciate (more elsewhere in this newsletter). 
 
We thank our members for showing your support to our worthy cause. Please continue to spread the word by 
asking your friends, your business associates and anyone else you talk to, to consider becoming a member. Your 
annual membership now lasts for the full twelve months from the date you paid your annual fees although due to 
our heavier expected costs in the spring/summer of 2018, we are asking for early payments this year which we also 
anticipate be our last request for membership financial support.  
 
If someone you know would like to become a member, please contact Priya,  one of our volunteers at 613-475-
5109 or join online at www.pplps.ca.  The individual or family membership fee is $20.00 per year. (you can also pay 
for future years at the same time if you wish).   Corporate memberships of $100.00 or $500.00 or more may also be 
purchased.  As noted in our last newsletter, we are now seeing families showing substantial financial ongoing 
annual support through extra donations and becoming at least “Life-Time Members” sponsors of our cause.  By 
purchasing a membership and making donations, it not only allows us to raise a few dollars, but more importantly, 
it is an expression of your support to our cause of preserving the Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse. And of course, 
donations of any amount will be graciously accepted. A charitable tax receipt will be issued for all monies received.  
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Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Promotional Items  For Sale 
 

 

 
• Hoselton lighthouse sculptures on a marble base 

($25 each) 

• Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse coffee mugs – four 

colours ($10 each of set of 4 for $35) 

• Embroidered PPLPS T-shirts of different sizes and 

different colours ($25 each) 

• Embroidered PPLPS Golf shirts of different sizes 

and different colours ($35 each) 

• Embroidered PPLPS Pull-over sweaters ($40 each) 

• Embroidered PPLPS Baseball caps ($20 each) 

 

 
 

 

A Big Thanks to Friends of Presqu’ile Park 

(FOPP) for promoting our promotional items at 

The Interpretative Centre at the Park over the 

2017 summer months and helping us raise over 

$500 in profit. . We hope to continue to work 

with them again in 2018.  

  

And, be sure to drop by Redstone Clothing     

(613-439-9000) at 46 Prince Edward Street, 

Brighton as they continue to have several PPLPS 

clothing items on display. They even have some 

of our mugs.   

 

Or, if you want the Hoselton lighthouse 

sculptures or coffee mugs, drop by Lighthouse 

Wealth Management at 143 Main Street, 

Brighton and speak to Priya.  She will be glad to 

assist you. 
 

 

AGM Info - September 25th, 2017 
 

For minutes of this and our past AGM’s, please visit our website @ www.pplps.ca  
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We Need Your Support! 
 

Meet Your Board  Become a Life-Time Member 

For those who have given a total of $500 in cash donations to PPLPS 

during the past few years, your name(s) will be part of the permanent 

recognition we have planned in our signage at the lighthouse.  If you 

are unsure how much you have donated, or want more info, please 

feel free to give Dave Sharp a call or email (see side column for 

info).  
 

Renew Your 2018 Membership Early 

Most of the funds we will be requiring for our 2018 repairs and 

restoration costs will be needed by late spring.  If you could pay your 

2018 annual fees early; that would be really appreciated.  This will 

allow us to manage our bank account balance through the spring time 

of expensive cash flow. It is with all of our hope, that this should be 

the last membership payments we will be asking of you.  
 

Support our 2018-06-23 Charity Auction Evening 

Stay tuned for more info as we have a great evening planned in the 

Brighton arena (Elizabeth Street) complete with music and a catered 

dinner/buffet (The Kings’ Plate) and of course, some fantastic live 

and silent auctions.   

 

We also feel this could be our last major fundraiser and are making 

the cost of tickets as low as we can - $40 each for members and each 

member, can bring a non-member at the same price.  All non-

member prices are at $50 each.   

 

And, if you have a talent or skill or an item that you wish to donate 

towards our Auction, please let Dave Sharp know.  
 

 

Soft Sell Memberships Sales 

How many of your friends are aware that you are a member of the 

Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society.  Do you know how 

easy it is to ask a friend or neighbour to join our cause to protect our 

local icon?  All you probably have to do is to ask them – many of 

you have already done so.  

 

 

Chairperson  Dave Sharp  

(613) 475-5109  

DSharp@PPLPS.ca 

 

 Secretary Spencer Dennis  

(613) 475-1926 

SDennis@PPLPS.ca 

 

Treasurer Mike Nicholson 

(613) 475-3646 

MNicholson@PPLPS.ca 

 

Director Ernie Sharp 

(613)475-5215 

ESharp@PPLPS.ca 

 

Director Dave Brummell 

(613)475-1659 

DBrummell@PPLPS.ca 

 

Director Ruth Kerr 

(613)475-3018 

Ruth.Kerr@hotmail.com 

 

Director Peter Ware 

 PWare@PPLPS.ca 

 

Director  Lynda Blackburn  

LBlackburn@PPLPS.ca 

 

  

Let’s all help and 

 

“Keep Our Light 

Shining!” 
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Our Continuing Story by Dan Buchanan – Another Facelift for the Presqu’ile Lighthouse 
 

The lighthouse is getting a facelift. Check out the scaffolding all 
around the structure in the early stages, and picture the tea 
cozy around it now. The winter wind howls out on this point 
and the workmen need protection. The shingles are off and the 
work is well under way. Great job, PPLPS! 
Of course, this is the second facelift for our venerable old 
lighthouse. The first one happened in 1894 when the original 
limestone structure was surrounded with steel straps and wood 
cladding, with white shingles on the outside to give it the lovely 
shining appearance we have grown to love. No doubt some of 
the people who had become accustomed to the stylish 
limestone building on the point were not happy with the 
dramatic change in appearance, but it was done and you had to 
get used to it. 
A report outlining the work done in 1894 shows that $1,457.97 
was spent on the lighthouse facelift itself, along with $159 for 
improvements to the crib-work breakwater. Another $470 was 
spent on repairs and improvements to the lantern and 
illuminating apparatus. This was significant work at a time when 
the function of the lighthouse was seen to be critical to the 
economy of the province and the local communities.  
By the early 1890s, the lighthouse had been standing there for 
half a century, withstanding the pounding winds and driving 
rain and snow off the lake. As if that was not bad enough, the 
last two years before the Marine and Fisheries Department 
decided to cover the lighthouse, there were hurricanes that 
ripped up from the south, over the great lakes. The storm in 
September of 1892 crossed at the west end of Lake Erie but the one in October of 1893 hit Prince Edward County as if it had 
a big target on it. Destruction of property at the east end of Lake Ontario was extreme and many ships were sunk all across 
the lake. It was this storm that sunk all three of John Edward Proctor’s schooners and put an end to his trading days.  
This came at a time when shipping traffic into Presqu’ile Bay had increased significantly after the opening of the Murray 
Canal in 1889. In 1890 alone, over 100,000 tons of shipping passed through the canal and this level of activity was to be 
maintained until after the Great War. The traffic was dominated by barges carrying lumber or coal and destinations were 
mostly local in spite of the ambitious word of Mackenzie Bowell who was certain that it would carry massive shipments of 
grain coming from western Canada and going to Montreal. That was not in the cards. 
The shiny new lighthouse would provide protection for all the vessels that passed in and out of Presqu’ile Bay, whether they 
were coming through the Murray Canal or from the wharfs and grain elevators on the north shore of the bay. Building 
materials for the new hotel at Presqu’ile and then the Pleasure Palace a few years later would come across the canal from 
Trenton and Belleville. Fishermen out of Gosport welcomed the big light on those foggy nights and the increasing number of 
recreational sailors learned to value the service provided by the lighthouse.  
Can’t wait to see what it looks like in the summer of 2018! 
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Thanks to our Major Sponsors 
 

Platinum 
Sponsors 

 Gold 
Sponsors 

 Silver 
Sponsors 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

  
The Colborne Facility 

 

 
    

 

 

  Brian Todd  
Memorial  

Community Fund 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Municipality of 

Brighton 

   

  

 

 Member Harold 
Moss 

Member 
Dave & Jean Sharp 

& Family 
 

Member  
The Van Dusen 

Family 
 

Members  
Colleen & Doug  

Murray 
 

   
 

Members 
Joan & John 

Warner 
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Bronze Sponsors 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Davis Auto Repair 

 
 

 
 

Gerow Propane 

 
 

Harrian Garage 
Doors  

Brighton 

 

 
Engineering & Construction Ltd 

 

 
Brighton 

 
And To Our Life-Time Members 

 
Doreen Cable Kevan Cassady Friends of 

Catherine Cattell 
 

Jo-Ann & Gerald 
Draaistra 

Harold Moss Doug & Colleen 
Murray 

 

Presqu’ile Point 
HomeOwners Ass’n 

Linda & Peter 
Schlecht 

Dave & Jean  
Sharp 

Ernie & Brenda 
Sharp 

David Swartz Liz & Jack  
Thomson 

 
The Van Dusen 

Family 
Peter  
Ware 

Rudy & Cornelia 
Wagner 

 

Joan & John 
Warner 

Friends of Betty 
Weber 

In Memory of  
Jim Weber 

Eileen & John 
Woolsey 
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In-Kind Members 
 

 
Claude Pellerin of  

CJ WoodCrafts 
 

 
Trenton Store 

 

 
 

 
Brighton Store 

 

 
Belleville 

 

 

 
Brighton Store 

 

 

 

 
 

And a special thanks to all of our members and 
supporters who continue to show their 

generosity towards our cause of 
 

Keep Our Light Shining! 
 
 

We also wish to put a special thanks to Willow Publishing for printing this 
newsletter. We certainly appreciate the support Dan and the staff at 

Willow Publishing have provided us.  

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/1/13/Canadian_Tire_Logo.svg/859px-Canadian_Tire_Logo.svg.png&imgrefurl=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Canadian_Tire_Logo.svg&docid=X7F1nzC70DrLrM&tbnid=igArFKwTlvCa9M:&vet=1&w=859&h=768&bih=618&biw=1366&q=canadian tire logo&ved=0ahUKEwikgp6ljqbRAhWFOCYKHchjC9wQMwhEKAIwAg&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.hearrightcanada.ca/index.php

