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Photos Prior to 2018-10  

Re-shingling Project 

 

 
 

 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Welcome to our  

2019-01-01 Edition of 

the PPLPS Newsletter! 

 

Who would have 

thought that 2018 

would have started off 

so negative and yet, be 

successful enough to 

let us end up 

completing most of the 

restoration of our 

iconic Presqu’ile Point 

Lighthouse.   

All of this would not 

have been possible 

without the ongoing 

support of our 

community and a very 

hard working Board of 

Directors.   

And as you will read in 

the balance of this 

newsletter, we still 

have more to do over 

the summer months of 

2019.  

 

 

 

 

Photo as of 2018-11  

Re-shingling Project Done! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

http://www.presquilepointlighthouse.ca/


Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society 

Your Chairperson’s Report 
It was just one year ago, on January 18, 2018 this Chairperson received an email from our past-Treasurer 

advising me of some wrong doings from his behalf.  Nowhere in all of the charitable and work-related business 

operations I have worked with during the past five decades; did any experience prepare me for the stress, loss of 

trust and emotional swings that would follow us through early to mid-2018.  And I am sure the entire Board of 

Directors felt the same way. From the beginning of this breach of trust by the past-Treasurer; the Board felt it 

was very important to acknowledge these issues: 

• Keep the public fully informed and we felt with our two FB video messages in January and the written 

email and mailing updates since then, did a reasonable job although for some reason, some folks did not 

receive this mailed communication. 

• To admit that our financial policies could have been stronger (and apologize for such) but one thing we 

did learn was that if one individual is prepared to mis-lead us and present wrong statements and forge 

signatures on cheques, it would still have been difficult to prevent this situation 

• And finally, the need to implement a new financial policy that would minimize a potential problem in 

the future.  

After the countless hours of rebuilding our financial books, we were able to provide the Police sufficient data to 

lay charges against the past-Treasurer who subsequently pleaded guilty in his second court appearance in 

October, 2018.  He is to be sentenced for his crimes in early March, 2019.  The total amount that we could 

prove to be misappropriated exceeded $60,000 and that was a huge amount to recover as this money was 

needed in 2018 for the re-shingling costs (of which the scaffold rental was a huge part of the expenditures). 

But, we were determined to push ahead and very quickly, had some great plans in place and that included the 

Celtic evening fundraiser and of course, our most successful event ever – our June 23 Charity Dinner-Auction.   
 

  

In addition, we had so many other fundraising events like a Book signing by Marc Sequin or a Golf 

Tournament by our local chapter of the Building Inspectors for the County.  We received ongoing support 

from our own Municipality of Brighton with a further grant of $25,000.  Over the summer months, we even 

had the Friends of Presqu’ile Park sell our promotional items at the Lighthouse Interpretative Center and 

raised over $1,000 for the second year in a row. In late 2018, we received a $20,000 grant from the Parrott 

Foundation out of Belleville that was certainly needed.  And again, we thank our membership for stepping 

forward and helping us rebuild our bank account balance.  

It is also important to acknowledge the efforts of those Directors that stepped down this year and so we thank 

Founding Director Spencer Dennis and other Directors Peter Ware, David Brummell, Ruth Kerr, and Anne 

Butwell for their past services. We also welcomed new Director, Alan Hallworth.  

Regards 

Dave Sharp, Chair 



Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society 

Meet Your Board Membership Update 

 
 

Chairperson Dave Sharp  

(613) 475-5109  

DSharp@PPLPS.ca 

 

Director Ernie Sharp 

(Membership Chair) 

(613)475-5215 

ESharp5@cogeco.ca 

 

Director Lynda Blackburn  

roblynd@sympatico.ca 

 

Director Emily Rowley 

ERowley@Brighton.ca 

 

Director Alan Hallworth 

ahallworth@sympatico.ca 

 

 Let’s all help and 

 

“Keep Our Light Shining!” 

As of 2018-12-31, we have 256 members on record.  That includes 23 

New Members in 2018 and also 89 members that have not paid their 

2018 dues… are you one of these?  We do need that last bit of support 

please and if you are unsure, please contact us for clarification.  

 

We thank our members for showing your support to our worthy cause as 

we anticipate that all of our fundraising will be completed by mid-2019 

and although your annual membership now lasts for the full twelve 

months from the date you last paid your annual fees, due to higher than 

expected costs for the signage and landscaping completion this summer, 

we are asking for early payments for 2019.  

 

Again, this past year, we saw families show substantial financial 

ongoing annual support through extra donations and become at least 

“Life-Time Members” sponsors of our cause. We now have 33 families 

that have donated in excess of $500 towards our cause, some in 

Memories of others.  Want more info – just ask any Director.  

 

By purchasing a membership and making donations, it not only allows 

us to raise a few dollars, but more importantly, it is an expression of 

your support to our cause of preserving the Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse. 

A charitable tax receipt will be issued for all monies received.   Our 

Charitable tax identification number is # 8344 94437 RR0001 and this 

can be confirmed on the CRA website.  

 

Financial Update 

 

As we reported in past communications, one of the issues we 

faced as a result of the past-Treasurer’s actions, was that we did 

not have our Charitable Tax number despite issuing receipts for 

such.  We assure you that this has certainly been addressed and 

we do now provide proper receipts.  If you did not receive a tax 

receipt for 2018 donations, please let us know as they were all 

sent out but we can certainly provide duplicates.  Best to contact 

Dave Sharp at 613-475-5109 or via our FB site or via 

DSharp@PPLPS.ca 

 

Because of our misappropriated funds, we had to start 2018 with 

a zero balance.  After covering all of our expenses this past year 

which amounted to over $100,000; we can cheerfully state we 

now have nearly $20,000 saved towards our signage and 

landscaping project described later in this newsletter. This means 

we still need your support in the next few months so please 

continue to support us.  

 

Should any of our readers want to see a copy of our financial statements, we would be pleased to provide – all 

you need to do is to contact Chairperson Dave Sharp. 

 

mailto:DSharp@PPLPS.ca
mailto:roblynd@sympatico.ca
mailto:ahallworth@sympatico.ca
mailto:DSharp@PPLPS.ca


Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society 

Engineering Update 

 
 

In our last newsletter, we were optimistic that the re-shingling 

project could be completed by early summer, 2018 but such 

was not the case.  Because of the change in Ontario 

governments, there was a considerable delay that cost us 

financially as we had to cover the extra scaffolding rental costs 

– fortunately, Ontario Parks picked up some of this cost (it was 

$11,074 monthly during the summer months).   

 

But, as you now know, the shingling project was finished in 

late October to our specifications except we were unable to 

“finish” the window openings in the original gothic style due 

to structural concerns about cutting the supporting frame work.   

 

 
 

 

So, where does that leave us? In the next two months, we will be 

working on drawings, etc for the installation of our signage; some 

landscaping changes, sandblasting of the lower door and 

cleanup/replacement of the lower section presently surrounded by tin.  

And apply paint where necessary.  

 

There is also the existing “block” walkway that needs to be torn up 

and re-laid as there is considerable heaving along the Boucher 

Walkway.  We are hoping these concepts will be approved by Ontario 

Parks by the end of March so we can get contracts written up to 

ensure no further delays this summer.   

 

The actual timing of this next stage will be in early July as we are 

limited to that date so that our feathered friends will not be interrupted 

during their nesting season. 

 

We have already obtained some pricing for the sandblasting of the lower section and painting of those areas and 

that is well over $8,000 so we are a bit concerned that our initial budget cost of $30,000 might be on the low 

side – but we do have a lot more budget work to do before costs are finalized.  We also will be using volunteer 

help where we can to keep our costs down (such as painting or removing of existing sidewalk blocks). Thus, we 

will continue to ask for both physical help in early July and before then, financial support during the next six 

months. As part of our “signage” program, we will be listing all names of those that have supported us in the 

past six years with a minimum of $100 in donations – please refer to attached list of donors.  And if you see 

your name is missing, please reach out to Chair Dave Sharp. We will be finalizing the list by early May, 2019 

so get your donations in now! 

 

Finally, while we had hoped to one day replace the original cupola, that project has been shelved at this time by 

Ontario Parks – probably because of all the hassles and cost over-runs associated with the 2018 financial 

misappropriation.   But, we are very happy to be able to state today, that our Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse is 

going to be around for a long time thanks to everyone’s efforts.  



Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society 

A Word From Mayor Brian Ostrander 

2018 was a year of ups and downs for the 

Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation 

Society, of that there can be no doubt!   

Through it all, the organization remained 

focused on the positive work it was doing 

for tourism, for heritage and for Brighton.   

The success of the PPLPS was a case 

study in -- you can’t control what others 

do -- but you can control what you do.   

The PPLPS and its members did exactly 

that by providing Brighton with our 

restored lighthouse.  

The Presqu’ile Point lighthouse was a draw to me every time I would visit my grandparents at their cottage, 

and remains a focal point for my family.  Just as the lighthouse is a beacon on the sometimes tumultuous 

shores of Lake Ontario, the PPLPS is a beacon of what is possible when like-minded people come together 

for a community goal, and it is with those possibilities in mind that I offer thanks, congratulations and all the 

best on behalf of our grateful community. 

 

Our Appreciation to all of our Donors 

  

Thank you Shawnee! Thank you to i-Heart Community Fund 

 

A Special Thanks to Willow Publishing for printing our newsletter for us! 



Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society 

Our Continuing Story by Dan Buchanan – This Time From The Lighthouse’s Viewpoint! 

 
Hi! I am the Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse and I am a happy camper now that I’ve had a makeover! 
 
You may recall that last April (2018), I told the nice folks at the Celtic Evening fundraiser for the Presqu’ile Point 
Lighthouse Preservation Society (PPLPS) how excited I was that a makeover was underway. You can see my story via a 
video at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3ua_EG7Xc0&feature=youtu.be 
 
Well, now the makeover is mostly done, you can see for 
yourself that I look great!  Check out some pics on The History 
Guy’s web site 
athttp://danbuchananhistoryguy.com/lighthouse.html. 
 
My coat of white shingles has been refreshed with new 
shingles that look very much like the old ones but are much 
better. Thank goodness for modern technology! These will 
last a long time in the hot sun, bitter cold and battering winds 
of my home here on Presqu’ile Point. 
 
Does anyone out there know what a good makeover does for 
one’s self confidence? It does wonders, to say the least. Now 
that my exterior looks great and my internal structure has 
been improved and certified as strong, I can stand here and 
represent Brighton and area with boldness and joy. 
 
Right now, I’m trying to imagine how many people from the 
local community will come down to see me when the weather 
improves next spring and summer. Bring your phones and 
cameras and snap away!  I have some really good poses for 
you, so make sure you take some good ones and pass them 
around to your friends on social media. Spread the word! 
 
With my new coat, I’m much cozier this winter and, as you 
can see by the pics, when the sun shines on my new shingles, 
ideally against a bright blue sky, it is breathtaking. Why wait 
for summer? Come out to see me anytime! 
 
 
Truth be told, I can’t wait to show off for all those tourists that will come out to the point when they visit Presqu’ile Park 
this summer of 2019.  I love the attention and this season there will be an extra measure of pride to my greetings. 
People come from all around the world for camping, birding, swimming and hiking at Presqu’ile Park. In 2019 and 
beyond, all those visitors will have shining proof of how much the Brighton community cares about its lighthouse.  
 
Take a bow Brighton and also the Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society -- you did good! 
 

  



Presqu’ile Point Lighthouse Preservation Society 

 

Acknowledging Our Sponsors 

Our Platinum Sponsors (min. of $20,000) 

Municipality of Brighton Henry Hayes Memorial Fund 

Ontario Parks John M. & Bernice Parrott Foundation 

 

Our Gold Sponsors (min. of $5,000) 

Freedom 55 Financial, London Head Office Brian Todd Community Memorial Fund 

 

Our Business Silver Sponsors (min. of $1,000) 

Brighton Dragon Boat Club CRH Canada Group Cole’s Tim-Br Mart 

Cricklewood Farm Innovex Financial Services Lighthouse Wealth Management 

Peak Engineering & Construction Ltd Pine Ridge Chapter of Ontario 

Building Officials Association 

Red Stone Clothing Co. 

Rotary Club of Brighton Sobey’s Brighton Vanderlaan Building Products 

 

Our Individual Silver Sponsors (min. of $1,000) 

Buchan, John Buchanan, Dan King, Doreen & Gord 

Moss, Harold Murray, Colleen & Doug Linda & Peter Schlecht 

Sha-Red Family Charity Foundation Sharp, Dave & Jean Warner, Joan & John 

Van Dusen Family Wheeler, Jane & Lancaster, Ian  

 

Our Business Bronze Sponsors (min. of $500) 

Brighton Tire The Cellar Door Davis Auto Repair 

Ducon Contracting Fade Kings Musical Group Gerow Propane 

Harrian Garage Doors Impresscrete Decorate Concrete Brighton’s Lions Club 

Paul Moran Insurance Group Oldies MyFM Radio Salem Hill Consulting 

Willow Printing & Publishing   

 

The following is a list of minimum $500 “Life Time Members” 

Boucher, Joyce & Don Buchan, John Buchanan, Dan 

Cable, Doreen Cassady, Kevan Friends of Catherine Cattel 

Draaistra, Jo-Ann & Gerald Hallworth, Alan King, Doreen & Gord 

Knight, Suzanne & Brian Lancaster, Ian and Wheeler, Jane Moss, Harold 
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Murray, Colleen & Doug Paulsen, Eileen Presqu’ile Point Property Owners Ass’n 

Rogers, Callen & Paul Scanlon, Lucille & Mark Schlecht, Linda & Peter 

Sharp, Jean & Dave Sharp, Brenda & Ernie Spencer, Shawnee & Stephen 

Swartz, David Thomson, Liz & Jack Van Dusen Family 

Wagner, Cornella & Rudy Warner, Joan & John Friends of Betty Weber 

In Memory of Jim Weber White, Pat & Bill Woolsey, Eileen & John 

The following is a list of minimum $100 “Donors” (not included elsewhere) 

Austin, Sandy & Don Baldson, Bruce Ballas, Jason  Bates, Kathy & Bill 

Bruder, Beth & Ken Brummell, Karen & Dave Budgin, Donna & Robin Burke, Lynda & Terry 

Burken B & B  Butwell, Anne & Don Chapman, Stan Corbett, Beatrice 

Corbett, Connie & Bourke, Monty Craig, Kay Craig, Susan & Bustard, Brian Crouch, Linda & David 

Dean, Carolyn Demeda, Cathy & Walsh, Terry Dennis, Arlene & Spencer DaGloria, John 

Disney, David & Marie Dixon, Kathy & Gordon DL Services Donnelly, Dawn 

Douglas, Ian Drzewiecki, Andrew Elderkin, John Fairbank, Ruth & Keith 

Fletcher, Kristen Fulford, Fran & Rick Galt, Cathy& Doug Gilbert, Peter & Barb 

Gilmore, Hazel & Stewart Green, David Groves, Hillary & Bill Guy, Vivian & Northey, Ray 

H & R Block Hair Sensations Harrison, Linda & David Helleiner, Lois & Fred 

Isherwood, Rev. Stanley JCK Construction Kant, Alice & Barry Kerr, Ruth & Craig 

Kirkness, Barry Krackenburg, Katie Lake, Dow Lawrence, Peter 

LeBlanc, Doug Leckey, Catherine Lindsay, Linda & Peter Lynam, Paul 

MacKay, Maggie & Dave MacKenzie, Linda & Brian Makenzie Law Office Manson, Jan 

Maxwell, Steve & Barb McLean, Bev & Ian McQuoid, Dr. Cecil Melendro, Ricardo & Family 

Melendro, Ricardo Realtor Mountjoy, Marie Myers, Sandra & Wayne Nicholson, Joyce 

Nill, George Noack, Evan O’Hara, Tim Pearson, Anne & Mike 

Pennell, Anne & Goldthorpe, Mike Presqu’ile Animal Hospital Presqu’ile Yacht Club Ramsay, Rhonda 

Ridding, Bill Roos, Nellie & Dick Rozenboom, Carol Rosebush, Bernie & Tom 

Routh, Helen & James Rowley, Emily & John Sequire, Bill Sharp, Gary 

Sharp, Angela & Family Simons, Shirley Sinclair, Nancy Special Effects Decorating 

Stainton, Joan & Keith Steers, Flo & Don Stephens, Eleanor & John Steward, Margo 

Taylor, Carol & John Thain, Paul The Bird House The Shoe Store 

Thorne, Anne Tiessen, Diana TriCounty Plastics Truman, Debb & Larry 

Vandertoorn, Mike Vandertoorn, Elisabeth Von Hessert, Linnea Waddling, Ron 

Westacott, Nancy Westlake, Arnold Whitfield, Shelagh & Doug Workman, Mary Lou & Murray 

Ziller, Rick Zwaan, Sandi   

 


